Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association

November 8, 2006

http://avenue.org/fsna

Attendees:

David Timmerman

Beverly Colwell Adams

Ellen Catalano

Mike Woolard

Terri DiCintio


Jerry Mallory

Chip King


Kelley Midkiff


Reed Banks

Joe Mooney


Adrienne Dent


John Santoski

Peter Hedlund

Susan Foard



A. K. Wieder

Jeanne S. Chase

Phil D. Chase

Meeting, Date, and Time

Second Wednesday of the month at the Cherry Avenue Christian Church;


5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Use Front Entrance


Next regular meeting date: December 13, 2006


Meeting items are timed to end by 7:00 p.m.

Oktoberfest Reflections - Planning for 2007

Conversations relative to Oktoberfest were reflective of a lot of great planning by Peter 

Hedlund and his committee for 2006.  Compliments were received about the flyers and good organization.  Approximately $500 was taken in which will go to support the 2007 event.   We had over eighty families represented.  Disappointing was the pullout of two of the presenters at the last minute.  However, one of these presenters did send a regrets note due to a need within the person’s family.  The other presenter did not come, nor did they get in touch with Peter or FSNA ahead of time to let anyone know of their change of plans.


Fine tuning suggestions for 2007 included:

1.  Put food out in stages and have a server (s) of the food to avoid too much taken by a


     few and later arriving folks getting none.
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Oktoberfest Reflections - Planning for 2007 (Continued)


2.  FSNA may need to purchase more food in addition to the food that is donated, but still 


     have a server(s) to help with portion control so that all get some of what is served.


3.  The Beach Club had too few outlets and the lighting was too dark.


     Should additional locations be considered for 2007?   Schools in the neighborhood 


     were mentioned in addition to the Cherry Avenue Christian Church Carter Family Life 

                 Center as future hosts for Oktoberfest.

4.  Band was good, but was too loud for conversations to be comfortable in hearing and


     exchanges between presenters and neighborhood guests.  A band needs to be


     background music and not a dominating style of music if conversation is encouraged.

5.  When group attention is needed to say a few words to the group, strategies were


     discussed on how to move the crowd forward and to cut conversation for full attention


     to the speaker (s) addressing the whole group.  A good microphone is helpful for eye


     contact and reaching the group assembled.

Addendum Ideas on Oktoberfest for 2007 Planning  Received

Terri DiCintio shares the following ideas for future planning.

1.  Hold event the first week-end in October rather than the last to aid in longer light


     available out of doors and it might also be a warmer part of the month to aid in having


     outside activities for the children.  This would also aid the Beach Club as a site as the


     extra warmth and light would help inside as well.


2.  Weather permitting have the band play out of doors with the volume neighborhood


     friendly.   This may aid in conversations with the presenters to be more “in tune” with


     hearing each other.

JPA Bridge Report and Motion 


John Santoski sent a letter to City Council with no response from any of the City Council members which is quite unusual.  John said that he will check with Jeanne Cox to see if it has been distributed as requested to all council members on questions and discussion of the JPA bridge that the neighborhood had asked John to get clarified for us at an earlier meeting. 
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JPA Bridge Report and Motion (Continued) 


Because of the lack of timely response from those involved with the bridge and its design more questions than not remain unanswered.  This situation creates unnecessary distrust.


A motion was made by Joe Mooney and seconded by Andrea Wieder for John Santoski , as FSNA president, to send a letter to Jim Tolbert of NDS requesting a meeting with him and NDS staff, to consider modifications to the proposed JPA bridge replacement design.


Following a lengthy discussion the motion was passed.
JPA Bridge Report from Adrienne Dent from November 7, 2006 Meeting

Subsequent to the October FSNA meeting:

 
● Joe Mooney contacted Maurice Cox, informing Mr. Cox of growing concern over the proposed bridge’s width. 

 
● Mr. Cox sent an e-mail to City Council seriously questioning the dimensions of the bridge and expressing concern at N.D.S.‘s lack of responsiveness to concerns of the neighbors. 

 
● Adrienne Dent received a letter from Angela Tucker which did not sufficiently answer the following questions: 1, What necessitates the bridge’s width, specifically those areas not representing travel lanes, bicycle lanes, sidewalk and turn lane? 2, Why is the turn-around on Todd Ave. not closer to the end of Todd Ave.?

 
● Adrienne spoke to Kevin Lynch at Oktoberfest and sent a letter to him reiterating our concern and identifying the precise areas of questionable space.

 
● Kevin Lynch responded by phone. He acknowledged that the identified areas were questionable and promised to ask Ms. Tucker for more detailed drawings and for explanation of the excess space.

 
● The Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association sent a letter to City Council and Gary O’Connell, alerting City officials to our concern over unnecessary width on the proposed bridge and requesting assistance in gaining insight from N.D.S.

 
● On Tuesday, November 7 a small group of FS resident architects, Adrienne Dent, Joe


Mooney and Mike Farruggio met to examine the preliminary striping plan acquired from


N.D.S. and to take the first step in generating a proposal which meets the neighborhood’s

objectives. The above FS residents believe that an alternative bridge can be created which is

significantly narrower, which acts as a traffic calming entry to our neighborhood, which 
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JPA Bridge Report from Adrienne Dent from November 7, 2006 Meeting (Continued)

includes the proposed bicycle lanes, sidewalks and traffic lanes, which uses considerably fewer tax dollars and which generally honors the desires of F.S. residents.

 
● Regarding Kevin Lynch’s inquiries with Angela Tucker:  Kevin said that he has communicated to Ms. Tucker the neighborhood’s concern and clarified to Ms. Tucker that the concern is not about keeping Todd Ave. open by way of narrowing the bridge.  Kevin mentioned that he does not necessarily buy into the argument that a narrower bridge is a traffic calming measure, but that he is interested in cost savings. He specifically mentioned an interest in eliminating one steel beam from the current proposal (approx. 8 ft.???).

What next?

 
● In the coming week, Michael Petrus will create a graphic narrative, synthesizing ideas from the charrette on Nov. 7.  His drawing will be reexamined by the above architects and board members and presented to the FSNA at the December 13 meeting.

JPA Neighborhood Association Would Like to Partner
John Santoski will be back in touch with the President of the Jefferson Park Avenue 

Neighborhood Association in regard to common concerns of the burden of unabated traffic pouring onto our neighborhoods’ streets from points south of City lines.  A motion was made, seconded, and carried after discussion of the point that this partnership of common challenges should be made permanent with common information shared now and in the future.  JPA would be invited to our FSNA meetings of the regular meetings and FSNA Board meetings as dictated by the topics to be discussed.  JPA would be invited as well to seek out help on new problems as they arose as well on common ground shared by FSNA.  John Santoski was directed to send this letter to the President of the JPA neighborhood association as soon as possible.

Safety at Cherry/Willard/Cleveland Intersection


Too much lip service was the feeling about following through in the City’s approach to making the intersection at Cherry/Willard/Cleveland a safe intersection by adding a traffic signal or stop signs and adding better designed crosswalks.  It was felt that the traffic signal/stop signs and improved crosswalks should be in place by January 15, 2007.  A motion was made by Andrea Wieder and seconded with discussion that followed for a letter to be drafted and sent to City Council by John Santoski on behalf of FSNA and their church partners of the Cherry Avenue Christian Church for this to be accomplished by 15 January 2007.  
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Speed Humps on Robertson

With the balloting behind the residents on Robertson it was felt that the “new wrinkle” of 

placing temporary speed humps on the street was hard to reason when the balloting indicated the majority voted for the speed humps.  It was just as baffling to see the City work crews struggling to put in many hundreds of holes in order to hold the temporary speed hump in place in order to gather information which was totally escaping the logic of the group.  Terri said that she would try to get in touch with Ashley Cooper to find out when the permanent speed humps would be installed.  (Addendum: Permanent speed humps will be put into place on Robertson in the next few weeks.)

Upcoming Meetings for FSNA to Cover


There are two meetings involving the Biscuit Run traffic report.  Both are on Tuesday, November 14.  The Albemarle County Planning Commission meeting on 5th Street Extended at the County Office Building will begin at 6:00 p.m.  Jeanne S.  Chase, Secretary of FSNA and fellow FSNA Board member Joe Mooney will attend representing FSNA.


At the Charlottesville City Planning meeting at City Hall the Biscuit Run traffic report will be given and Peter Hedlund and Andrea Wieder, fellow FSNA Board members will be present to represent FSNA.  The Cherry Hill development will also be an item on this agenda.


On November 15, 2006 there will be a meeting chaired by Karen Firehock on the

environment in the area as to better planning, protection, and use of it without abusing the environment and losing it as a result.  Andrea encouraged folks to attend.  She is unable to attend, but will send a five page written report to Karen and her committee as input into this topic which affects all of us.

Respectively submitted,

Jeanne S.  Chase

Secretary, FSNA

Final Copy of November 8, 2006 Minutes

November 19, 2006

